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to obey Hindenburg. Then the old man caught hold
of him by the coat: " You heard my order. I look
to you to take measures accordingly."

And now Schleicher was willing to put the matter
right, for if he fell only action by the State against
Hitler would be any good. He could give Hindenburg
three months' grace and no more. In this time he
must dissolve the Reichstag, call a new election (a fresh
defeat for the Nazis, he told himself at once), and then
it might be hoped that the new Reichstag would have
other things to think about and that meanwhile
passions would have calmed down.

Hindenburg and his advisers at once understood that
new elections would only strengthen Schleicher's posi-
tion. Meissner and Oskar Hindenburg brought pres-
sure on the old man, and he refused to dissolve the
Reichstag and to have new elections.

What was to be done now ? If Hindenburg got rid
of Schleicher he had to look forward to everything
coming to light, too, for then Schleicher would no
longer spare Hindenburg either, and then the manipu-
lations of the house of Neudeck, especially getting
round the death duties through registration of the
landed property in the son's name, would become
known to all.

There was only one way out. Goring inspired von
Papen. The Hitler dictatorship would silence every-
one, especially Schleicher. The dictatorship wouldf
put an end to all committees and parliamentary
' excrescences.' Goring also explained to von Papen
(who in his turn would pass it on to the Hindenburg
circle) that they would also be ready to take part in a
coalition with other Nationalist groups. Goring and